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In contrast, claims 3-4 and 7 each recite a supplementary command bus configured to 
transfer a general (wrifef- specific) command Also, claims 10, 12-14, and 18 of the 
present invention each recite a general command interface configured to receive a general 
command. MacKoma does not disclose a supplementary command bus configured to 
transfer a genera) con^d nor a general command interface configured to receive a general 
command Therefore, MacKenna does not disclose each ™d every element of claims *A 7, 
10, 12-14, and 18, and Applicant respectfully requests allowance of these claims and *. 

claims that depend therefrom 

Claims U-15 stand rejected under 3<i U.S.C §l02(b) as being anticipated by Nitta * 
aJ. (U.S. Patent No. 5,831,924). Applicant respectfully travel the rejection. Regarding 
claims 11-15, tbe Examiner contends that Nitta discloses "a memory having an interface, 
wherrin the interface comprises a general command interface configured to receive * general 

However, Applicant respectfiiHy asserts mat Nitta discloses the internal layout of a 
memory array such as may be found m a SDRAM. (See Abstract, first, paragraph of the 
Summary of tbe Invention, and Figure. 14). Nitta discloses "one memory W divided into 
a plurality of banks sharing a rnw of memory cells with internal buses fcr connecting sub 
arrays to the input/output buffer of the memoryarray. Id. Thus, Nto discloses, if anything, 
a fcadrtjonal command hrrrrtace configured to receive data/command, and addresses for 
storage of that data or execution of mat command 

m contrast, cWm 1 1 recites "[a] memory having an interface, wherein the interface 
comprises uwABBMrnteatoi configured to receive uanLmMPdr (emphasis 
added). Nirt* docs not disclose njrm.n1 command jntfirfac configured to receive a_genenu. 
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frmjy^T TpHUrt command. Rather, the memory devices disclosed are configured to 
receive address specific torn*. It is not surprising that Nitta does not disclose a memory 
device configured to receive general commands thro^h a supplementary or general 
command interface that is configured in parallel with the traditional interface, because to do 
3 o would also involve disclosing a supplementary command bus and Nitta does not disclose 
anything about the command buses external to the memory device. Therefore, Applicant 
submits that ear* and every element of claim U is not disclosed, taught, or suggested by 
Nitta Furthermore, claims 12 and 13 are not anticipated by Nitta for the additional reason 

that they depend from claim 1 1. 

Regaling claim 12, the Bxaminer contends that Nitta additionally discloses "wherein 
the general command is a P RECHARGE command" (Column 18, lines 50-*t). However, 
although Nitta does discuss foe PRECHARGB function, it does not disclose receipt of the 
PBECHARGE command as a general command over a general command interface as recited 
in claim 12. In foot, Nitta does not discuss delivery of a PRECHARGB command to the 
device Other than to discuss foe typical RAS, CAS, and WE inputs through a traditional 
ilrtcrface . Therefore, Applicant submit, that each and every element of claim 12 is not 
disclosed, taught, or suggested by Nitta, 

Regarding claim 13, foe Examiner contends that Nitta disclose "wherein the memory 
includes more than one bank, and the interface former comprises a general bank select 
interface configured to receive bank address information for the general command" (Column 
20, tines 60-64). Hnwever, for the reasons stated above, Nitta does not disclose the general 
command interface of claim 13. Thus, Applicant respectfully asserts that Nitta docs not. 
disclose a general bank select interface configured to receive bank address information for 
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the general command Therefore, Applicant submits that each and every clement of claim 13 
is nnt disclosed, taught, or suggested by Nitta. 

Regarding claims 14-15, the Examiner contends that Nitta discloses "a memory 
including a one-bit PRECHARGB input dedicated to receiving a PRECHARGE command" 
(Column 30, lines 42-45)- However, this reference to Nitta does not disclose a one-bit 
PRECHARGE. Applicant, respectfully asserts that Nitta discloses at least mo signals for 
ce^ng a PRECHARGE- (Lc., RAS and CAS or WE), and moreover that the "one-bit" bus 
discussed at this portion of Nitta is merely an internal bus within the memory array. Thus. 
Nitta does not disclose armory hnYfr? P <wtit im** dedicated to receiving a 
PRECHARGE awmriand. 

Similarly, *ith respect to claim 15, Applicant respectfully asserts that Nitta docs not 
disclose a general hank select interface configured to receive bank address infonnaHon for 
the PRECHARGE command Therefore, Applicant submits that each and every clement of 
claims 14 ?md 15 are not disclosed, taught, nr suggested by Nitta. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Applicant thanks the Examiner for the indication that claims 2, 6, 9, and 1 7 are 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitation offoe.hase claims 
and intervening claims. The Examiner stated that the prior art made of record docs not teach 
or suggest the claimed limnzdon* of claims 2, 6, D, and 17. Claim 2 recites, in part, "wherein 
the second command is a PRECHARGE command." Claim 6 recites, in part, "wherein the 
general command is a PRECHARGE command." Claim 9 recit*. in part, "wherein the 
general command fanofac is configured to receive a PRECHARGE command. - Claim 1 7 
recites, inpart, "wherein the general command is a PRECHARGE command" 
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Applicant respectfully notes that claim 12 *o include the limitation, therein the 
general command is a PRECHARGE command " Applicant respectfully revest, that claim 
12 also be held allowed or allowable. Further, claim 14 includes the limitation «'[a] 
memory including a one-bit P RECHARGE input dedicated to receiving a PEECHARGE 
command. Applicant requests that claim 14 also be Held allowed. 

Applicant Mb the Examiner for allowance of claims 19-21. The Examiner stated 
that the prior art of record does not teach the claimed invention having a supplementary 
control circuit [interface] as claim 19 toes or a method of accusing a memory as claims 
20-21 disclose. Applicant notes that claims 16 and 18 also recite a supplementary control 
interface. Applicant requests that claims 16 and 1 8 also be held allowed. 
B. rnnchision 

Applicant respectfully submits tto the present application is in condition for 
.Uowa.ce, and earnestly solicits a Notice of Allowance at the Examiner's art* 
convenience. The Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned if such would advance 
prosecution of this Application in any way. 

Dated thw_3flth_ day of Inly — . 20° 3 - 
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